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All praises are due unto Allah, Most High. Durood and 

Salaams be upon Nabi Muhammed Salallahu alayhi wa-

sallam.  

Islam is never weak. Muslims are weak. Just like the radi-

ance of the sun cannot be denied except by the blind, so 

too can the brilliance of Islam as a way of life not be de-

nied accept by those whose hearts have been blinded by 

disbelief, sin, evil and transgression. 

Says Allah Most High:“But the eyes of their hearts are 

blind…” 

There hardly is a Muslim who has not heard about the 

universal Movement known as the Tabligh Jamaat. This 

Movement has proven to be immensely effective in propa-

gating and reforming the lives of literally millions of Mus-

lims throughout the World. Countless of lives have 

changed direction because of the sincere efforts and sac-

rifices by those associated with the Tabligh Jamaat. 

Many are the lost souls who found Imaan through the ef-

forts of the Tabligh Jamaat. Many are the negligent ones 

who found Salaah through the efforts of the Tabligh Ja-

maat. Many are those who floundered in an ocean of sin 

and vice and found guidance towards Allah and His Rasul 

Salallahu alyhi wasallam through the sincere efforts of 

the Tabligh Jamaat brothers. 

How often have the Masjied walls not echoed with the 

heart rendering appeal: “Success in this world and in the 

hereafter depends upon following Allah and His Rasul 

Sallallahu alayhi wasallam.”   

Thousands of Masaajid will bear witness to this call, a 

call which springs from the depth of the hearts of the Ja-

maat brothers on the Day of Qiyamaah, Insha-Allah. 

Nay, do not look at those few who through their ignorance 

bring the Jamaat into disrepute. Rather look at those who 

humbly walk in the dark with heads bowed, remembering 

Allah. Going from house to house, knocking at strange 

doors, gently calling; gently pleading. That little group 

standing outside our doors consists of an assortment of 

people. Next to the doctor there may be an illiterate 

brother; next to the pious person, there may be an ex-drug 

addict. Millionaire or pauper one cannot simply differen-

tiate and are generally subjected to the same norms. They 

do not seek wealth – they do not plead for votes – these 

brothers of ours. All that drives them is a yearning and a 

pain: A yearning for Allah’s Pleasure and the pain of  a 

wounded, lost Ummah.     

We salute them and call upon all, especially those who 

wish to change their lives to join them. May Allah keep us 

all steadfast upon the Shariah and His Divine Pleasure.  

To be Continued in next edition, Insha-Allah 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

      

 

         

“A mother, who dissuades her son from marrying 

under the Bill because she thinks it is un-Islamic, 

could face the prospect of one year in jail…”  

( Professor Ziyad Motala, Professor of Law 

Howard University, U.S.A.) 

 

“The Bill is in fact unconstitutional because it      

 changes Muslim Personal Law instead of just   

 recognising it.”  

(Muslim Lawyers Association)  

   “A compromise is required, but this compro-

mise will have to come from the Muslim commu-

nity. The compromise will also have to be 

greater than previously expected, if our Consti-

tution is to be upheld.  

(Legal Resources Centre) 

THE TABLIGH JAMAAT:  

AN INSPIRATION!  
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MYTHS OF THE MMB! 

Muslims need to be fully informed that the MMB 

issue promoted by organizations like UUCSA, con-

tains several myths and incorrect and incomplete in-

formation. 

Clause 3 of the so-called “Muslim” Marriages Bill 

(MMB) states: 

“Equal status and capacity of spouses: A wife and a 

husband in a Muslim marriage are equal in human 

dignity and both have, on the basis of equality, full 

status, capacity and financial independence, includ-

ing the capacity to own and acquire and to dispose of 

them, to enter into contracts and to litigate.” 

In total rejection of this ‘equal status’ theory, the 

Qur’aan Majeed declares:   

1) “And for men over them (women) is a 

rank.”  (Baqarah, Aayat 228) 

2) “Men are the rulers (appointed by Allah) over 

women….”(An-Nisaa’, Aayat 34) 

3) “Then, marry from those women who are pleasing 

to you; two, three and four.” (An-Nisaa’, Aayat 3) 

4) “And call from among your men two witnesses to 

testify, and if there are not two men, then one man 

and two women of whom you approve….” (Al-

Baqarah, Aayat 282) 

5) “And, those women whose disobedience you fear, 

admonish them, and banish them in (their) beds and 

(lightly) beat them.” (An-Nisaa’, Aayat 34) 

6) “And for a male is a share equal to the shares of 

two  females.” (An-Nisaa’, Aayat 11) 

Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) said:  “If I 

had to instruct making Sajdah to anyone, I would 

have commanded the wife to prostrate to her hus-

band.” 

    All the aforementioned Qur’aanic verses, the 

Hadith and many other Ahaadith and masaa-il of the 

Shariah emphatically refute the contention of equal 

status which the Kufr MMB awards women. Any 

Muslim who accepts and believes in the ‘equal status’ 

provision makes an exit as they are guilty of opposing  

Allah Ta’ala and His Rasool (sallallahu alayhi wasal-

lam). What doubt can there be in this?  

   How is it possible for a Muslim to accept that “both 

(husband and wife) have equal and full status” when 

the Qur’aan and the Sunnah (the Shariah of Islam) 

unequivocally declares that: 

•    Men have a rank over women 

•    Men are the leaders and rulers of women 

•    Men have the right to even (lightly) beat their 

wives for their gross disobedience (of the Shariah) 

•    Men’s share of inheritance is double the share of a 

female 

•    The testimony of  two women equals to the testi-

mony of one man 

•    If prostration of a human being for a human being 

had been permissible, the order would have been for 

the wife to prostrate to her husband. 

•    Men may marry up to four wives, but women can-

not marry more than one husband at a time 

•    The right of Talaaq is vested in only men 

•    Women must sit in Iddat, not men 

•    The Diyat (blood money) of a woman is half the 

Diyat of a man 

•    A woman may not journey without a male mah-

ram 

•    A woman cannot become Imaam to lead males in 

Salaat, while a man can lead  women 

•    A woman according to the Shaafi’, Maaliki and 

Hambali Math-habs have no contractual capacity to 

enter into Nikah. Nikah without a man contracting on 

her behalf is not valid. According to the Hanafi Math-

hab, a woman who contracts her marriage without the 

consent of her male Wali is guilty of a major sin, and 

in certain cases, the Wali can annul the marriage. 

•    A woman despite having custody of minor  chil-

dren until a certain age never becomes the guardian of 

the children. The father always remains the guardian. 

•    The wife is the husband’s dependent. It is the in-

cumbent obligation of the husband to maintain his 

wife, not vice versa. 

•    While a husband in a polygamous marriage is re-

quired to mete out equality among his wives regard-

ing night time hours and monetary expenses, he is not 

obliged to mete out equality with regard to daylight 

hours and when going on a journey. He is not obliged 

to alternate  wives when going for journeys. The same 

wife who had accompanied him on the previous jour-

ney may accompany him on the next journey. 

   All these irrefutable Qur’aanic and Sunnah facts – 

all these inviolable Shar’i masaa-il – effectively illus-

trate that the theory of equal status of the husband 

and wife (in Islam) is a massive deception. Every 

person of even the slightest intelligence will under-

stand the  disparity in the status of man and woman in 

Islam. Islam is  conspicuously a patriarchal society in 

which the man dominates. The Qur’aan and Sun-

nah  categorically ordain this decree. 

    According to the Shariah, while a wife can own, 

she has no freedom to acquire assets by trade if her 

husband disallows this. The obligations of the wife 

are to serve her husband and children and to attend to 

the home. She has no right whatsoever of engaging in 

trade even from within the home without the consent 

of her husband. Even with regards her own wealth, 

Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) exhorted the 

wife to refrain from spending her wealth without con-

sulting her husband and in a way which is displeasing 

to him. Thus, Rasulullah (sallallahu alayhi wasallam) 

said:  “The best woman is she who makes her hus-

band happy when he glances at her; she obeys him 

when he commands her, and she does not oppose him 

regarding herself and her wealth by doing what he 

dislikes.” 

The issue of gender equality which the present MMB 

enshrines is completely at odds with the injunctions of 

the Holy Qur’aan. There is no difference of opinion 

amongst the Ulama on this. UUCSA’s claim that the 

MMB does not mutilate issues of “Nass-e-Qat’i”  is 

indeed highly deceptive. There can be no greater Nas

-e-Qat’i  than the Holy Qur’an. The argument of 

UUCSA that if one cannot get everything, it does not 

mean one should abandon everything; is highly erro-

neous and misleading and the Hadith is quoted out of 

context. Take fasting: It is illogical to claim that if 

you can’t keep a complete fast, then keep whatever 

you can or if you can’t read four Rak’aats Fardh Sa-

laah then read only three. Thus this whole notion of 

difference of opinion (in such issues) is a myth. In 

Islam one is expected to accept the entire Qur’anic 

concept which negates the gender equality concept of 

the MMB. There is no scope for any compromise in 

the Holy Qur’an. UUCSA themselves would be the 

first to agree that any form of compromise on a Nas-e

-Qati is Kufr. It is for this reason that the MMB is 

referred to as a “Kufr Bill.” 

Some proponents of the MMB refuse to 

accept that the MMB is an attack upon 

Islam. They could well do to study the 

following article:  

“Domestic issues are contentious ones for 

Muslims. Topics such as domestic vio-

lence, child custody and divorce are often 

taboo subjects for discussion due to the 

western view of these issues often being 

at odds with Muslim belief and/or cultural practice. 

Problems also arise with reference to media attention 

given to infrequent yet abhorrent practices such as 

"honor killings" and spousal abduction of children. 

On August 14, iviews.com ran a story concerning a 

project being funded by the Ford Foundation called 

"Islamic Family Law: Possibilities of Reform 

Through Internal Initiatives." The story was indeed 

contentious and raised the hackles of some readers. 

And for good reason.  

“One of the main avenues of assault on Islam in the 

West has been paved with attacks on Muslim practice 

with reference to family and domestic life. And these 

attacks often take the form of liberal questioning of 

Islamic values and law.”  

The above objectives of the Ford Foundation are am-

ply catered for in the MMB. Behind the scenes it is 

the Ford Foundation who funds and fights the battle 

to reform Islam and to reform the Holy Qur’an. We 

have said it before and we say it again: Just as the  

West has usurped our resources and is in control of 

the affairs of the Ummah through Institutions like the 

U.N. and the I.M.F, etc. so does it wish to assume 

control of our Shariah and impose its values of gender 

equality etc. on the Ummah worldwide in legislation 

such as the MMB.  

Much is said about how wonderful the MMB which is 

known as the MPL in India operates. Much is also 

said about how Hadhrat Moulana Thanvi Rahmatul-

lahi alayh himself supported the MPL. This argument 

is also based more on myth than on reality.  

That which Moulana Thanvi Rahmatullahi alayh sup-

ported is far from that which was eventually enacted. 

The Indian MPL Bill was passed after his demise in 

1942. It did not conform to what he had proposed. 

The current MPL is so laden with un-Islamic clauses 

that Hadhrat Moulana Maseehullah Rahmatullahi 

alyah had written a book against it. Hadhrat Moulana 

Maseehullah Rahmatullahi alyah is one of the most 

senior Khulafa of Hadhrat Thanvi Rahmatullahi 

alayh. Why would he write a kitaab against the MPL 

if the Indian MPL was in conformity with the 

Shariah? Furthermore, the following article serves as 

a real eye opener to anyone who still feels otherwise:    

Indian MPL ALKHOBAR: A visiting lawyer from 

the south Indian state of Andhra Pradesh has called 

on Muslims to set up their own arbitration councils to 

resolve family disputes. Speaking to a select group of 

expatriates in the Kingdom on Sunday, Mohammed 

Osman Shaheed, the additional public prosecutor at 

Andhra Pradesh High Court, said high courts and Su-

preme Court were no longer delivering judgments in 

the light of Muslim Personal Law. 

"This law has been confined only to legal books ... it 

is no longer in application. The majority of All-Indian 

Muslim Personal Law Board officials, too, have ac-

cepted this stark fact," he said. 

Elaborating his point, Osman Shaheed said:  

"For example, if you take a case of divorce to the 

High Court or the Supreme Court, they will clearly 

tell you that where there is a conflict between the 

Muslim Personal Law and the law of the land, then 

the law of the land will prevail. And in almost all 

cases since independence, the judgments have been 

delivered in contravention of the Muslim Personal 

Law." 

 

The above discussion must shatter and debunk any 

myths that there is scope for differences in the Mus-

lim Marriages Bill in South Africa. It is a myth that 

the Bill is not in open conflict with the Shariah’s Nu-

soos-e-Qat’iyah, it is a myth that the enemies of Islam 

have no hand in it and it is a myth that it works in 

India and had the support of Moulana Thanvi Rah-

matullah. 

Important NoticeImportant NoticeImportant NoticeImportant Notice…………    
    

The Jamiatul-Ulama Gauteng offers a heartfelt apology for the 

delay in answering the many Fataawa forwarded to it. 

The amount of correspondences received makes it difficult to 

respond to each and every one timeously.  

The Jamiatul-Ulama Gauteng has a firm policy of not respond-

ing to anonymous mail. This policy is self-explanatory.  

We humbly appeal equally to both our critics and supporters to 

remember us in their Du’aas that Allah Ta’ala inspires us with 

Ikhlas and Istiqaamat. (Ameen) 

 

THE MMB IS IN THE  

INTEREST OF ISLAM... 

THE MMB/MPL  

WORKS IN INDIA... 

2222    

3333    

  

THE MMB IS JUST A  

MATTER OF DIFFERENCES 

OF OPINION 

1 
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By 

Professor Ziyad Motala, Professor of Law Howard 

University, U.S.A. 

 

Religion and the State, the Case 

Against the Muslim Personal 

Law Bill  

Over the past decade, an intense debate has raged 

within the Muslim community on the question of 

legislating Muslim Personal Law (MPL). At its 

core, the debate implicates can one reach the 

“correct” interpretation of religion and who has the 

legitimacy to render that interpretation. The rancor 

has occurred before any law has been passed or any 

decision rendered by any court as to what MPL 

means. The government has now put forward a Bill 

for comment. 

Our constitution guarantees freedom of religion. It 

further permits the state to recognise religious mar-

riages. Under apartheid, Muslims did not enjoy the 

same degree of legal acceptance, which resulted in 

great hardship to Muslims married under Islamic 

law. Any attempt to redress this inequity is laud-

able. There is however a great difference between 

redressing this inequity by recognizing Muslim 

marriages, versus what the MPL Bill represents 

namely the state legislating on matters of religious 

doctrine, with the penalty of sanctions for departure 

from the Bill. 

The European Court of Human Rights in a number 

of cases has affirmed that state officials have a duty 

to maintain strict neutrality and impartiality vis-à-

vis religious communities. For example, in the 

Moldova case, it ruled that where there is a differ-

ence in belief, the role of the state is not to choose 

one belief over another. The state cannot assess the 

legitimacy of religious beliefs or the ways in which 

those beliefs are expressed. The court further ruled 

that in democratic societies, state measures favoring 

particular leadership, beliefs, specific organs of the 

divided religious community, or seeking to compel 

the community, or a part of the community against 

its will to fall under a single belief, constitutes an 

infringement of the freedom of religion even within 

the same denomination.  

Our Constitutional Court has adopted the above 

position. In Minister of Home Affairs and Another 

v Fourie, Sachs J held that "between and within 

religions there are vastly different and at times 

highly disputed views" and "Judges would be 

placed in an intolerable situation if they were called 

upon to construe religious texts and take sides on 

issues which have caused deep schisms within reli-

gious bodies."  

In medieval times, serious penalties were imposed 

upon the clergy if they engaged in any practice, or 

subscribed to any Canon in opposition to the Kings 

assent. Catholics persecuted Protestants, Protestants 

persecuted Catholics, and within the sects, one sect 

persecuted another sect. Each group tried to impose 

loyalty to whatever religious group happened to be 

on top and in league with the government of the 

particular time and place. Those who did not show 

loyalty were fined, cast in jail, tortured, and killed. 

A Muslim can opt out of the Bill. On the other 

hand, the prospect of penalties for departure from 

the provisions of the Bill loom ominously which 

push towards adherence to the Bill. For example, 

the Bill mandates under penalty of sanctions that 

“Any person who facilitates the conclusion of a 

Muslim marriage, irrespective of whether that per-

son is a marriage officer or not, must inform the 

prospective spouses that they have a choice whether 

or not to be bound by the provisions of this Act.” 

This means, a Muslim cleric who performs a mar-

riage but believes the Bill is un-Islamic and fails to 

adhere to these and other provisions could be penal-

ised for practising their religion differently from the 

way the Bill prescribes. Any person that prevents 

another from exercising rights under the Bill shall 

be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine or im-

prisonment. A mother, who dissuades her son from 

marrying under the Bill because she thinks it is un-

Islamic, could face the prospect of one year in jail.  

The Bill takes us back to the medieval period of 

compulsion and coercion with the state taking sides 

on religious doctrine. Under the definition and other 

sections of the Bill, the state has chosen definitions 

of various religious terms on which religious schol-

ars disagree. If a Muslim practices his/her religion 

in a way he/she honestly feels obliged to practice it, 

and if this practice departs from the provisions and 

definitions in the Bill, this individual is treated dif-

ferently from the one that accepts the state chosen 

definition of religion.  

The English philosopher John Locke wrote in the 

16th century that religion pertains to the inward 

preservation of the mind and the soul, which could-

n’t be prescribed by a judge or a ruler. These ideas 

influenced the writings of Thomas Jefferson when 

the US Constitution was drawn up giving rise to a 

core idea in western constitutionalism namely, the 

idea of a secular state. Under this understanding, 

the US Supreme Court in a litany of cases has de-

clared that the government may not place its pres-

tige, authority, and resources behind a single reli-

gious belief. That conclusion was recognized by 

Justice Ngcobo (now our Chief Justice) in Prince I 

where he stated the courts (and by extension the 

state) should not be engaged in deciding what is 

part of a religion, or what is central to a religion.  

The German Constitutional Court has repeatedly 

affirmed that religious organizations have the right 

to organize and administer themselves in an inde-

pendent manner and in terms off their own under-

standing of their religion. To rule otherwise would 

mean that secular laws would undermine the consti-

tutionally guaranteed right of self-determination of 

religious organizations. The German Constitutional 

Court has also proclaimed that churches have the 

power to make binding rules with regard to the 

credibility of the church and of its proclamation of 

what the Gospel requires, what are the essential 

principles of dogma and ethics, and what is to be 

regarded as a violation. 

Those that drew up the MPL Bill ignored this con-

sensus in mainstream democracies. They disre-

garded the unqualified achievement of the twentieth 

century that government cannot dictate religious 

doctrines. If the Bill becomes law and per chance it 

is found to be constitutional, the judges are unlikely 

to be the most revered of deities. Religious doc-

trines brim with complexities, uncertainties and 

very different disciplining rules and procedures, 

which their interpretive community follows. Judges 

usually do not have insight into religions and are 

not schooled in the books such as Genesis, Leviti-

cus or the Islamic works of Bukhari or Abu Dawud. 

In interpreting any statute, our Constitutional Court 

has told us repeatedly that all laws must be inter-

preted against the ethos and values of the Constitu-

tion including equality and human dignity. Devel-

oping religious law against the ethos and values of 

the Constitution is unlikely to resonate well among 

the religious group affected and is bound to inflame 

sectarian differences as exemplified from the ex-

periences in India. 

The rights under Islamic law given to different gen-

ders, for example with respect to (divorce) must be 

evaluated against the equality and human dignity 

provisions in our Bill of Rights. On its face, if a law 

gives different rights to males and females, this 

would constitute unfair discrimination under the 

Constitution, which could be counteracted only by 

reliance on the limitation clause of the Constitution 

— a burden that has so far proved difficult to over-

come.  

There are failings in Muslim marriages, which need 

to be addressed. There is a perception that men, for 

the benefit of men interpret the religion. Women as 

a group have been short changed. Constitutionally, 

the state has the power to make laws of general ap-

plication to advance important social interests, 

which prevent the oppression of any group in soci-

ety. Based on concepts of equality (and not inter-

pretation of Jewish law), a divided United Kingdom 

Supreme Court (in a highly controversial decision) 

ruled Jewish law of matrilineality violates the coun-

try's anti-discrimination laws. The perception of 

unequal treatment of women through the denial of a 

divorce decree “get” and “talaq” occurs in Jewish 

and Muslim societies. Recently, the Canadian Su-

preme Court sought to address this problem through 

contract law in the Bruker case, rather than through 

interpretation of Jewish scriptures, which the court 

recognised as completely inappropriate. We need to 

be clear. The MPL Bill is not a neutral law of gen-

eral application to advance general societal inter-

ests. Nor are we talking about contract law to better 

protect vulnerable women about their rights. In-

stead, the Bill prescribes religious conduct and tar-

gets Muslims specifically under penalty of sanc-

tions.  

The notion that through “clever” lawyering, and 

through a mysterious consensus of certain lawyers 

and scholars zeitgeist, one can deduce a preferred 

interpretation of religious law to socially engineer a 

group to conform to the twenty first century funda-

mentally misconstrues the essence of freedom of 

religion. Validation of the Bill does not come from 

counting heads as to whether a majority supports 

the Bill. Religion involves the most personal and 

sensitive rights on which the state cannot take sides. 

The sentiments expressed by Sachs J for a unani-

mous Court in the Fourie case where he stated it is 

one thing “to acknowledge the important role that 

religion plays in our public life. It is quite another 

to use religious doctrine as a source for interpreting 

the Constitution. It would be out of order to employ 

the religious sentiments of some as a guide to the 

constitutional rights of others. Between and within 

religions there are vastly different and at times 

highly disputed views on how to respond…” Hope-

fully, our lawmakers will be mindful of the words 

of our Constitutional Court and not embark on an 

unprecedented project, not found in the main stream 

of democratic practice. 
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ISLAM UNDER ATTACK  

The three articles below paint a 

clear picture of how the enemies 

of Islam seek to change Islam. 

Study and reflect upon the hatred 

that they spew. May Allah Ta`ala 

safeguard our Imaan until the 

last breath. (Ameen) 

The Justice Department, when it comes to matters of 

the Bearded Folk, has the patience of Job. 

This, as the deadline for comments on the Muslim 

Marriages Bill has been extended — again. 

Not that this need to “allow for maximum participa-

tion” isn’t an admirable gesture. 

But the first draft was published 10 years ago. 

The department and indeed the Cabinet doesn’t seem 

to know exactly who they’re dealing with here. 

Monotheists love “consultation” — it’s God-speak 

for dragging things out. 

After all, one of the explosive proposals contained in 

this Bill is (shiver me timbers) giving equal rights to 

women. 

It took two years for a similar form of remedial legis-

lation, the Recognition of African Customary Mar-

riages Act, to pass on to the statute books. And yet a 

law with consequences for a tiny fraction of the 

population (compared with the former) has taken 

over a decade to craft. 

Consultation, surely, should have its limits. 

It’s also highly probable the “consensus” the depart-

ment seeks, is utopian. Just when things look on the 

right track, some Muslim fringe group will drag the 

debate back to the beginning, arguing that the laws of 

man hold no sway over the followers of the Al-

mighty, et cetera. 

Given their fondness for debates on whether water is 

halaal or not, or the best shari’a punishment for car-

toonists, the foot-dragging should come as no sur-

prise. What is surprising, is that the government con-

tinues to pander to various groups who keep shifting 

the goalposts, crying foul and yelling abuse from the 

sidelines. And all the while, time and vast sums of 

money are spent on costly and litigation every time a 

situation arises where a Muslim woman (and they 

tend to be women in the main) has to turn to the 

courts to enforce her rights to her children, to be fed 

and clothed, or to leave her man. 

Given their track record of successful 

“consultations”, it should come as no surprise that 

certain members of the clerical classes appear deter-

mined to sabotage the bill. So far, or so we are told, 

the bill has been endorsed by various influential local 

Muslim organisations, including women’s groups. 

Then there are the killjoy men in dresses, like 

the  KwaZulu-Natal-based “Council of Muslim Theo-

logians” — who are conducting online campaigns 

against the Bill. 

Of course, this crew of gouty old bhai’s  (who once 

said women’s voices on radio were satanic), could 

hardly be happy with provisos allowing women to 

divorce their husbands for neglect, cruelty, impo-

tence, death — or any of those other choice reasons 

that allow a woman an Islamic divorce. 

They certainly wouldn’t be happy to learn their refu-

gee congregants can’t go bride shopping in Pakistan 

while they’re still in a scam marriage to Siphokazi in 

Joburg. 

And if they choose to marry, it won’t be without the 

approval of a court-appointed marriage officer. 

Divorce via Twitter, unfortunately, will be off the 

cards. And despite the wide consultation and its over-

reaching egalitarian implications, the most worrying 

aspect of this Bill is that it unintentionally vests ulti-

mate authority over Muslim women and children’s 

lives in the clerical bodies. 

After all it is they who will rubber stamp the creden-

tials of the aforementioned marriage officer. In mat-

ters of the Muslim religion, there is no escaping the 

clergy. And in a faith where matters of interpretation 

are inextricably linked to fluency in a foreign lan-

guage (Arabic) — Muslim marriages will be forever 

micro-managed. The only real way to ensure women 

aren’t  

Despite its shortcomings on women’s rights, 

the state, and not the Bearded Crew, is the 

best suited, and should be the ultimate guard-

ian and defender of women’s rights. (M&G) 

Diff’rent strokes for Muslim 

folks? 

DHAKA, Bangladesh:  

Dozens of protesters were arrested and injured in 

Bangladesh on  Monday, reports said, as an Islamic 

hard-line group Enforced a nationwide general 

strike demanding the installation of Islamic law and 

the scrapping of a new government policy that gives 

women equal in heritance rights.  

According to Muslim family law, women can claim 

only a quarter of what men get from their parents. 

Under the government’s new rules, every child in-

herits the same amount. Amini, head of the Islamic 

Law Implementation Committee, accuses the gov-

ernment of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina of violat-

ing the Qur’an, the Islamic holy book, by introduc-

ing the new inheritance policy.  

Hasina, however, insists the new rules do not hurt 

Islam, and says the hard-line group is deliberately 

playing with people’s religious feelings to destabi-

lize the country. Hasina’s government says it wants 

women to have greater rights in employment, in-

heritance and education. 

France's lower house of parliament has overwhelm-

ingly approved a bill that would ban wearing the 

Islamic full veil in public. There were 335 votes for 

the bill and only one against in the 557-seat Na-

tional Assembly. It must now be ratified by the Sen-

ate in September to become law. The ban has strong 

public support but critics point out that only a tiny 

minority of French Muslims wear the full veil. 

Many of the opposition Socialists, who originally 

wanted the ban limited only to public buildings, 

abstained from voting after coming under pressure 

from feminist supporters of the bill. President Nico-

las Sarkozy has backed the ban as part of a wider 

debate on French identity but critics say the govern-

ment is pandering to far-right voters. 

BANGLADESH  

REJECTS QUR’AANIC IN-

HERITANCE LAWS 

 

FRANCE BANS HIJAAB 

You are kindly invited to visit our web-site, which will, Insha-Allah prove to be very informative and inspir-

ing. Revive your Imaan, refresh your Imaan, strengthen your Imaan with The Jamiatul-Ulama Gauteng. 

Join the band of ever growing Muslims who yearn for True Islam. To be added to our email mailing list do 

send your request to: 

admin@thejamiat.co.za 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE  

MUSLIM LAWYERS ASSOCIA-

TION’S SUBMISSIONS 

AGAINST THE MUSLIM  

MARRIAGES BILL  

 

We, as the Muslim Lawyers Association are funda-

mentally opposed to the Bill for various reasons, 

some of which are inter alia:- 

1. There are many provisions in the Bill which are 

simply un-Islamic and against the Quran and Sun-

nah .For example the regulation relating to mainte-

nance, Talaq, polygamy and intestate succession to 

name a few. 

2. The Bill makes impermissible what Allah has 

made permissible. 

3. The outlook of the Bill is distinctly secular and 

materialistic and against the ethos of Islamic con-

cepts such as RIZQ.4. The Bill allows Non-

Muslim judges who have no in-depth knowledge 

of Arabic and are not schooled in the Shariah to 

interpret Quraan and Sunnah and to make Ijtihad. 

The secular courts may amongst other things, pro-

nounce on the validity of a Talaq, issue a Faskh, 

determine who is Muslim and interpret Islamic 

law. The secular courts are able to make rulings 

which South African law will recognise as Shariah. 

5. Muslims’ Shariah rights may not be considered 

valid until reviewed and ratified by South African 

courts. This in itself is contrary to Shariah. e.g. 

Talaq and polygamy must be confirmed by a South 

A f r i c a n  C o u r t . 

6. The MMB will subject Quraan and Sunnah to 

Constitutional review, which means that Allah’s 

Law will be subject to Constitutional analysis. 

With the development of the law based on the pro-

posed Bill along with Constitutional intervention, 

the result will contaminate Shariah and will consist 

of few elements of Deen combined with secular 

ideas of justice, all under the banner of Islam. 

7. The constitution at present allows for all citizens 

to freely practice their religions. The MMB would 

curtail such religious freedom of expression for 

Muslims which in itself would be arguable to be 

unconstitutional. 

8. Failure to abide by the provisions of the pro-

posed Bill could result in a Muslim being found 

guilty of a criminal offence and/or being fined. 

9. The Bill promotes a school of thought of a mi-

nority and does not cater for difference of opinion 

amongst scholars of the different schools of 

thought. 

10. Existing Muslim marriages will automatically 

be bound by the Act, unless both husband and wife 

jointly opt out of it. Opting out does not stop the 

Courts from going ahead anyway with interpreta-

tion of Quraan and Sunnah on behalf of those who 

are bound by the Act, and modifying the Shariah 

as we know it to be more consistent with modern 

secular values. 

11. There is selective Justice. The taking of a sec-

ond wife without court permission is criminalised 

but adultery and fornication are not. 

12. The Bill is in fact unconstitutional because it 

changes Muslim Personal Law instead of just rec-

ognising it. In light of the provisions not being 

consistent with Shariah, and being applicable only 

to Muslims, this will allow secular courts to sys-

tematically discriminate against Muslims, to 

the exclusion of all others, with sanctions which 

are foreign to the Shariah. 

13. The MMB curtails religious freedoms. 

14. The Bill will cause division amongst Muslims 

and between Muslims and the State. 

15. The Bill will promote a brand of Islam which is 

more palatable to Western secular values. 

16. The Bill does not allow arbitration which the 

MLA believes is the only possible solution.  

THE MLA’S DETAILED SUBMISSIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE ON ITS WEBSITE :  

www.mlajhb.com 
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Q: I have been to many Jumuah lectures and 

notice that most of our Aalims do not make sa-

laam before the lectures. Please advise as to 

whether it is permissible to make or not. 
A: Prior to beginning the English lecture, it would 

be preferable for the Imaam to make Salaam, how-

ever, in most cases there are people who are per-

forming Salaat, then the Imaam will not make Sa-

laam, because it would affect those performing 

Salaat, since to reply is Waajib and some people 

may unwittingly reply, thereby breaking their Sa-

laat. 

If no one is performing Salaat, then the Imaam 

should make Salaam. 

Before the Khutbah, the Imaam should not make 

salaam. This is only prescribed for Shaafis. 
  

Q. In Hazrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi’s ki-

taab, Desire for the Aakhirah a Hadeeth is 

quoted in which is mentioned that a pious per-

son’s Rooh will leave the material body at the 

critical time of death with such ease like how wa-

ter pours out of a container. How do we reconcile 

this with the demise of Rasoolullah (Sallallahu 

alaihi wa sallam)? Hazrat Aisha (Radhiyallahu 

anha) said that she does not envy anyone having 

an easy death after the suffering she saw Nabi 

(Sallallahu Alaihi Wa Sallam) underwent at the 

time of his death. 

A. The circumstances of the demise of Rasoolullah 

(Sallallahu alaihi wa sallam) do not contradict the 

Hadeeth in which is stated that pious people’s 

souls will leave their corporeal bodies with ease. 

The difficulty Rasoolullah (Sallallahu alaihi wa 

wallam) faced was during his maradhul maut, i.e. 

the sickness preceding the actual time of his Holy 

Rooh leaving his blessed body. At the precise time 

of departure of the Rooh he experienced comfort 

and joy. The outward discomfort, pain and suffer 

ing perceived from a pious servant of Allah Ta’ala 

should not be misconstrued to imply that his Rooh 

is leaving with difficulty. In fact, it leaves—in the 

words of the Hadeeth—as water pours out of a 

water-container. The sinful and evil servant again 

experiences excruciating pain at the time of Mala-

kul Maut seizing his rooh. For the evil servant the 

seizure of his rooh is like a cloth being ripped 

apart from a thorn tree. May Allah Ta’ala save us 

from the pangs of maut, Aameen! 
  

 Q: Is house, car, shop and life insurance permis-

sible, and what about taking out third party, 

where the opposite party is insured ? 
A: All forms of insurances are Haraam. 

  

Q: Is it permissible for a female to travel abroad 

alone for work, for example if an  unmarried 

Muslim girl  has to leave South Africa and go to 

America to work for a period of time.  

A: It is Haaram for a woman to travel without a 

Mehram. 

   

Q: Dear respected, please could us advise on ha-

laal status of  “MA BAKER PIES” 

I ask because I was told that these pies are ha-

laal. And have been approved and certified by the 

MUSLIM JUDICIAL COUNCIL – MJC. Upon 

having absolutely no doubt I decided to call MA 

BAKER PIE CO. To arrange a rep to call on my 

store so I could stock pies for sale purposes. I was 

surprised to learn that this Co. is under the su-

pervision of non-Muslims. I made numerous 

calls only to find different identities answering 

(non-Muslim). So I am now more than hesitant 

until confirmation from you. 
A: We are not aware of where Ma Baker pies are 

manufactured or by whom. 

If as you say the supervision is done by non-

Muslims, then the pies will be regarded as haraam.  

 

A condition of halaal is that from the slaughter 

right until the consumer there has to be Muslim 

supervision all the way.  

MJC appear to certify anything they get paid for. 

They have absolutely no scruples or Islamic con-

science.  

  

Q: Can we invest in the Islamic banks? If not, 

what is the alternative? 
A: Islamic Banks are no different to secular com-

mercial banks. Any ‘returns’ accrued from so-

called Islamic banks, are riba, hence Haraam. 

Amongst the best ways to invest money would be 

property. Gold is also an alternative.  
  

Q: A group of people from our side of town go to 

serve breakfast every Sunday morning to the 

homeless, at the shelter across the street from the 

downtown Masjid. Is it permissible to serve these 

people in the month of Ramadan? The homeless 

are non Muslims. 

A: Yes, it will be permissible to serve them. As 

long as it is NOT done in a church or non-Muslim 

place of worship, then it will be permissible. 

There is great reward for feeding the poor and in 

Ramadhaan even greater reward. Feeding Mus-

lims, at Iftaar also holds tremendous rewards 

   

Q: I previously read somewhere that when fast-

ing, you are allowed to use toothpaste and 

mouthwash as long as it is not swallowed. Is this 

correct? 
A: The use of toothpaste and mouthwash would 

render the fast Makrooh and impermissible (i.e. 

the fast will be devoid of any reward). The Sunnat 

is to use the Miswaak which is allowed during 

fasting. 

 

Q: Are only the flavours of Pronutro not halaal?  

Is Pronutro original halaal? 
A: All the Pronutro flavours including the original 

flavour goes through the same flavouring vessel 

which produces the strawberry flavour containing 

liquor. All flavours, including the strawberry fla-

voured liquor one, pass through the same packing 

chutes. The factor of contamination applies to all 

Pronutros, including the Original Flavour. We 

toured the Pronutro plant and held detailed discus-

sions with the company. It would be wrong of us 

to remain silent for even a single day and allow 

Muslims to consume whilst “discussions” take 

place.  

 

Q: For Shaafis, Qunoot is recited in the second 

rakaath after ruku. If one joins the Jamaat in the 

second rakaat (obtains the full second rakaat), is 

it necessary the he repeats the Qunoot in the bal-

ance rakaat (one he missed)?  

A: Yes he should repeat the Qunoot in the second 

rak’aat, i.e. the remaining rak’aat. 

 

Q: I worked for a company till 2001 and was 

contributing to the Provident Fund (this was 

mandatory for all employees). Until then, the 

company was also contributing their portion. I 

then went into business and the fund was trans-

ferred to a 'Preservation Fund' with no further 

contributions. This was not mandatory, but it was 

the best option available at the time. There was 

growth in the fund  where a major portion was in 

off shore investments. I got paid out lump sum at 

the age of 55. What portion of this payout is Ha-

laal? 

A: The amount which was to be given to you at the 

time when you left the company will be regarded 

as yours. Whatever extra is 'earned' from the Pres-

ervation Fund must necessarily be given away. 

So, for example, if at the time of your leaving the 

company, the total amount which was 'due' to you 

(this includes the contribution made by you and 

the company, and whatever may have accrued dur-

ing the time) was R100 000.00. Then at the time 

when you left, this amount was placed in the Pres-

ervation Fund and at the age of 55, you were paid 

out R250 000.00. Only the R100 000.00 will be 

halaal for you to keep and the balance (R150 

000.00) has to be compulsorily given in charity. 

Since the money is interest, you have to necessar-

ily give it away without intention of thawaab. You 

may give the money to any needy person or or-

ganization, Muslim or non-Muslim. To give it to a 

Muslim needy cause will be best. And Allah 

Ta`ala knows best. 

A UNIQUE BLESSED 

POEM! 

 It is related that Maulana Jaami Rahmatullahi 
alayh composed the following Qaseedah be-
fore proceeding for Haj. His intention was to 
stand before the Rawdah Mubarak and to re-
cite his poem to Nabi Salallahu alayhi Wasal-
lam. He performed his Haj. Before he could set 
out for Madina Munaawarah, Nabi Salallahu 
alayhi Wasallam informed the Governor of 
Makka Mukarramah in a dream that: “Do not 
allow Mullah Jaami to enter Madina Munaw-

warah”. 
Accordingly the Governor gave strict instruc-
tions that Mulla Jaami should not be allowed 
to leave Makkah Mukarramah. Mullah Jaami’s 
love and longing for Rasulullah Salallahu 
Alayhi Wasallam was so intense that he se-
cretly succeeded in smuggling himself out of 
Makkah Mukarramah. The Governor again 
saw Nabi Salallahu alayhi Wasallam in a 
dream. Nabi Salallahu Alayhi Wasallam told 
him: “O Ameer of Makkah, that man is coming. 
Do not allow him to come here.” 
The Governor, upon awakening, immediately 
despatched his police force who managed to 
apprehend Mullah Jaami. Mullah Jaami was 
arrested, ill-treated and cast into prison.  
Nabi Salallahu alyhi Wasallam appeared a 
third time in the Governor’s dream and repri-
manded him treating Mullah Jaami so harshly: 
“He is no criminal. All that he is guilty of is that 
out of his love for me, he had written some lines of 
poetry that he intended to recite in my presence. If 
he does that, my hand would have to protrude from 
the grave in order to shake his hand. Such a scene 
would have caused great confusion.”       
This time Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam did 
not explicitly forbid the Governor to prohibit 
Mullah Jaami from coming to Madina Munaw-
warah.  
The Governor set Mullah Jaami free and 
treated him with great honour and respect. 
Unlike today when poetry and Nazams are 
sung with ‘pop-star’ and celebrity status and 
the glory of Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam 
is hymned in film tunes, Mullah Jaami pre-
sented himself with utmost humility at the 
Rawdah Mubarak. With a voice quavering 
with love and awe, he recited a poem. A few 
verses are hereby presented to derive barkat:  
Bestow your generous attention, O Seal of the 
Prophets, for greatly bereaved is the World 
since your demise, O Rasul of Allah 
You are indeed the last of the Messengers and 
their seal How can you ignore us when 
drowned in wretchedness and ill of fortune we 
are  
Through your evergreen freshness, O dearest 
one, grace now this world and from your rest-
ful sleep awake to fill us with guiding Light 
Lift now your countenance from within your 
Yamani shawl for your blessed face is the very 
life and light of the day… 
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Fecal Bacteria Found On Most 
Supermarket Shopping Carts 

Study: Fecal Bacteria Found On Most Supermarket Shopping 

Carts 

March 7, 2011 1:20 PM 

 

LOS ANGELES (CBS) — Next time you head down to your local 

supermarket, you may be taking your health into own hands — 

literally. 

 

New research shows that nearly three out of four shopping cart 

handles are rife with fecal bacteria, including some that can 

cause severe illness. 

 

Dr. Victoria Millett, a local infectious disease specialist, tells 

KFWB’s Maggie McKay researchers actually found more fecal 

bacteria on grocery cart handles than you would typically find 

in a bathroom. 

 

Professor Charles Gerba, the lead researcher in the University 

of Arizona study, took samples from the handles of 85 carts 

across four states for bacterial contamination. 

Gerba says 72 percent of the carts tested positive for fecal 

bacteria, with up to half the samples containing Escherichia 

coli, otherwise known as E. coli. 

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website says 

some strains of E. coli are harmless, but others can cause seri-

ous and potentially lethal illnesses. 

There are an estimated 70,000 infections with an especially 

virulent strain E. coli, and a similar number of people who ex-

perience diarrhea as a result of infection with a less virulent 

strain.  

 

Since most stores disinfect their bathrooms much more thor-

oughly than their shopping carts — if ever — researchers say 

it’s up to the shopper to take precautions. 

While experts have a number of different theories as to what’s 

to blame, all are unanimous in their advice for avoiding contact 

with even the dirtiest of handles: wash your hands early and 

often. 

What about static shocks when I get out of my car?What about static shocks when I get out of my car?What about static shocks when I get out of my car?What about static shocks when I get out of my car?    

Many people experience shocks when they get out of their car. Often they believe that 

the car is charged - but this is not normally so. 

 

Sitting in the car, electrostatic charges are generated on the car seat and the person's 

body, due to contact and movement between the clothes and the seat. When the person 

leaves the seat, They take half of this charge with them. As they get out of the vehicle, 

their body voltages rises due to this charge - a voltage of 10,000 Volts is not unusual. 

 

When they reach to touch the vehicle door, the electrostatic discharge and shock occurs 

as their hand approaches the metal door. 

 

The voltage build-up can often be avoided by holding onto a metal part of the door frame 

as you leave the seat. This provides a return dissipation path for the charge on your body. 

 

If you have forgotten to hold the metal door part as you leave the seat, a shock may often 

still be avoided by touching the glass window before you touch the metal door. The glass 

may be conductive enough to dissipate charge, whilst preventing the rapid discharge 

which is felt as a shock. 

 

If you have your keys in your hand - let the spark discharge through the keys not to your 

fingers, and you won't feel anything! 

  

To avoid shocks when getting out of the car - 

HOLD the metal door frame before you get out 

KEEP HOLDING as you get out, until you are fully out of the car. 

It's easy with practice! 

RIGHTS AND QIYAMAHRIGHTS AND QIYAMAHRIGHTS AND QIYAMAHRIGHTS AND QIYAMAH    
No one, and no one shall enter into Jannah until all outstanding accounts are 

cleared.  Nabi Salallahu Alayhi Wasallam informed us that the poorest person on 

the Day of Qiyamah will be the one who has plenty of good deeds. However, af-

ter settling the outstanding accounts of those whom he had wronged in the world, 

he is left without anything.  

 

How sad! All the striving in Allah’s Path, the Salaahs and 

Haj, the Qurbanis and Laylatul-Qadr, the I’itikaafs and fast-

ing etc. were done for someone else’s benefit. How sad in-

deed! May Allah save us from backbiting, slander etc.  

YOU BE THE JUDGE! 

 
Very often appeals are made by the Muslim Community for the 

Ulama to hold discussions in the spirit which is in conformity 

with the noble teachings of the Holy Qur’aan, in order to resolve 

their differences.  

 

The Jamiatul Ulama Gauteng has approached UUCSA in this 

spirit as can be seen in the correspondence alongside. Regretta-

bly, UUCSA refused to respond or to acknowledge the letter.  

The public can come to their own conclusions and perhaps ap-

proach UUCSA to forward the information to them.   

It is the right of every Muslim to have access to the views of 

UUCSA on each and every clause of the current Muslim Mar-

riages Bill. After all, they are claiming to represent the Muslims.  

 

It is the right of every Muslim to know beforehand what 

UUCSA’s position is on the current Bill.  Muslims need to be 

informed of a clause by clause position of UUCSA before any 

engagement takes place on their or behalf.   

Please note our New Banking Details 
The Jamiatul-Ulama Gauteng is not a fund raising organization. 

The  

banking facility is for the benefit of those who, for whatever rea-

sons, do not wish to channel their funds elsewhere.  

Also do make us your unfettered “Wakeel”. If you are depositing 

Zakaat in cash, do please ensure that a few extra rands are depos-

ited in order to offset bank charges. 
JAMIATUL ULAMA GAUTENG  

FIRST NATIONAL BANK, LENASIA,  

BRANCH CODE: 250 737 

ZAKAAT ACCOUNT NUMBER: 622 637 14901 

LILLAAH ACCOUNT NO:         622 637 16098 

Please fax/email copy of your deposit slip to  +27 16 590 2280    
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AHLAN WA SAHLAN 
You are most welcome into our home. You are most welcome into our home. You are most welcome into our home. You are most welcome into our home. 
We appreciate your presence with all We appreciate your presence with all We appreciate your presence with all We appreciate your presence with all 
our heart and are truly honoured by our heart and are truly honoured by our heart and are truly honoured by our heart and are truly honoured by 

your presence.your presence.your presence.your presence.    
However, in the interest of fairness, However, in the interest of fairness, However, in the interest of fairness, However, in the interest of fairness, 

we humbly request you not to we humbly request you not to we humbly request you not to we humbly request you not to     
discuss ANYBODY’S personal discuss ANYBODY’S personal discuss ANYBODY’S personal discuss ANYBODY’S personal     
affairs unless they are present..affairs unless they are present..affairs unless they are present..affairs unless they are present.. 

A Wonderful Notice…should be framed on the wall of every Muslim home!A Wonderful Notice…should be framed on the wall of every Muslim home!A Wonderful Notice…should be framed on the wall of every Muslim home!A Wonderful Notice…should be framed on the wall of every Muslim home!    

  
 

 

 

 

 

A 
llah Ta’ala narrates the words of a 

person who had secretly brought 

Imaan: 

“And I hand over my affairs unto 

Allah...” 

Daily we are confronted with difficulties and 

fears. How much can we do to comfort our-

selves? There comes a point where we simply 

have to throw up our hands and say: “I can’t do 

anything more.” 

Nabi Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam taught us to tie 

our camel as well as to make Du’a.   

Nabi Salallahu Alayhi Wasallam used to recite 

Hasbiyallah (Allah suffices for me) frequently. 

When the Sahaabah Radiallahu anhum were 

threatened by the numerical superiority of the 

Kuffaar, instead of being cowed down, they sim-

ply found their chests swelling with the power of 

Imaan. They fearlessly proclaimed:  

“Allah is sufficient for us!” 

In the Ahaadith we find the following 

“Hasbiyallahs” of Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 

Wasallam: 

Hasbiyallahu li-Deeni (Allah suffices for my 

Deen) 

Hasbiyallahu li-Dunyaa-ya (Allah suffices 

for my Dunya) 

Hasbiyallahu lima ahammani (Allah is suffi-

cient for that which is important to me)   

Hasbiyallahu Limam bagha alay-ya (Allah is 

sufficient for me against those who op-

press me) 

Hasbiyallahu liman hasada-ni (Allah is suffi-

cient for me against those who harbour 

jealousy against me) 

Hasbiyallahu liman kaadani-bi-soo (Allah is 

sufficient for against those who conspire 

against me) 

Hasbiyallahu fil qabri (Allah is sufficient for 

me in my Qabr) 

Hasbiyallahu indal-maut (Allah is sufficient 

for me at the time of death) 

Hasbiyallahu indas-siraat(Allah is sufficient  

 

 

 

 

 

for me at the time of crossing the bridge 

of Siraat) 

Hasbiyallahu indal-Hisaab (Allah is suffi-

cient for me at the time of accountabil-

ity) 

 

(The above has been extracted from Munaajaat-

e-Maqbul) 

 

From the above we can understand just how 

much reliance Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 

Wasallam placed on Allah Ta’ala.  

For every conceivable type of concern, he 

turned unto Allah. Rasulullah Sallallahu Alayhi 

Wasallam taught us to bond ourselves and 

forge our relationship with Allah Ta’ala. When 

in difficulty, a Muslim looks at the skies for 

assistance. He looks at the palms of his hands 

with humility.     

 

We, by nature, fear our enemies and their 

schemes. We fear the evil of a jealous person’s 

gaze, words and intentions. Our worldly affairs 

are largely in disarray, our Deeni affairs are 

filled with uncertainties and confusion. The 

pangs of Maut we have to face alone and the 

dark lonely Qabr terrifies us. The accountabil-

ity may be severe and the crossing of the Pul 

Seerat (the Bridge which spans Jahannam and 

which is thinner than a hair and sharper than a 

blade) is certain. 

 

Who but upon Allah can we depend? 

Who but Allah can assist us? 

Who but Allah can we place our absolute trust 

in? 

Who but Allah can be worthy of our trust? 

Who but Allah is capable of assisting us?  

Who but Allah never tires in protecting us? 

Who but Allah is our companion? 

Who but Allah is sufficient for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

A story 

Never tire, O friend, in asking from Allah. A 

pious person states that he made continuous 

Du’a for a need for twenty years before his 

Du’a was answered. 

There was once a person who was the lone sur-

vivor of a ship wreck on an abandoned island. 

He cried and made Du’a unto Allah to help 

him. His Du’as appeared to be unanswered. He 

felt despondent. 

 

After a few days, he built a small shelter with 

some wood of the wrecked ship to protect him-

self against the wind, rain and hot sun. 

One day, whilst out searching for some food, 

he suddenly observed smoke coming from the 

direction of his humble dwelling. He rushed 

back only to find that his entire hut had burned 

out. 

“O Allah, even this little that I have, has been 

snatched away from me” - he moaned with a 

broken shattered heart.        

 

Just then he saw a ship coming closer to the 

shore. His delight knew no bounds. He was go-

ing to be rescued. He was going to go home! 

After he boarded the ship, the captain informed 

him that the smoke signals he made caused him 

to divert his ship to the island.   

“But I made no signals” said the man. 

Then he realized that the smoke that was seen 

was in reality the smoke from the burning hut. 

Allah caused his hut to burn in order to attract 

the attention of the Captain! And he was so 

foolish as to complain to Allah! He felt 

ashamed of himself. 

 

The lesson we take is that Allah is always suffi-

cient for us. May Allah grant us the Taufeeq to 

make the correct effort in all spheres of life and 

thereafter to surrender ourselves to His Wise 

decisions and to accept them with full trust. 

(Ameen) 
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A Successful  

Marriage 
A 

llah Ta`ala states in the Quraan Majeed: 

“Men are rulers (protectors and maintain-

ers) over women, because Allah has made one of 

them to excel the other, and because they spend 

(to support them) from their means. Therefore 

the righteous women are devoutly obedient (to 

Allah Ta`ala and their husbands), and guard in the 

husband’s absence what Allah orders them to 

guard (i.e. their chastity and property).” (Aayat 

34, Surah Nisaa) 

 

The system of Allah Ta`ala is not merely complete, 

it is perfect. Every single advice given to us by Al-

lah Ta`ala and His Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) 

is a light which illuminates the Path to Success—

Success in BOTH worlds. If any one of these lights 

do not shine in our lives (i.e. we do not practice 

thereupon), we are doomed to lose the way to 

ultimate success.  

 

The Aayat quoted above prescribes one of the 

most important factors to a successful marriage. 

Like every other advice of Allah Ta`ala, if we bring 

this into our lives, we are sure to live in peace, 

harmony and contentment. If we choose to ignore 

the Divine Prescriptions, we have none else to 

blame for the misery we invite by our own hands, 

except ourselves. 

 

BROKEN MARRIAGES 

Every single application our offices have received 

recently for faskh (annulment of Nikah) have the 

following common factor—all the wives are work-

ing women who contribute to the home. Of about 

80% of these marriages, the husband is out of a 

job and apparently struggling to find a job. 

Many men accept the fact in their lives that their 

wives are important contributors to the home. In 

most cases the wife is the sole breadwinner. This 

scenario has many, in fact, countless ills.  

Firstly, it is in direct conflict with the Law of Allah 

Ta`ala, which explicitly states that a woman re-

main at home, which is her bastion, and that she 

tends to the children and safeguard her husband’s 

property. By the woman emerging from the home 

to work, she exposes not only herself to the plots 

of shaitaan and his cohorts, she leaves her chil-

dren and the home at the mercy of every evil 

imaginable. Nabi (sallallahu alaihi wasallam) said 

that when a woman emerges from the home, 

shaitaan lays surreptitiously in wait to ambush 

her.  Now the dominoes start falling fast, very 

fast. When the wife and mother is out of the 

home, she exposes herself to temptation and is 

herself a beacon of attraction for men at the 

workplace.  The children are left at the mercy of  

drugs, bad company and a medley of other evils 

that we all know about. The house is left at the 

behest and mercy of the maids and gardeners. 

Nothing and no one in that home is left chaste or 

sacred. 

 

LAZY HUSBAND 

A natural consequence of the woman attending 

the workplace is that the husband becomes a lazy 

lout, who sits around the home, lounging off the 

earnings of his wife. In cases where the wife is the 

breadwinner, the husband actually becomes 

wholly dependant on his wife to keep her job and 

be on the lookout for better prospects. If the hus-

band earns less than his wife, or worse still, is job-

less, he is at some stage or the other, going to be 

derided or insulted by his wife. It is the nature of 

women to blurt whatever comes to their mind. 

This is precisely one of the main reasons, Allah 

Ta`ala had not  granted women the right of talaaq. 

Every married couple can testify to this fact! So, 

the woman will blurt out insulting statements, 

because coupled with her nature, she is also un-

der excessive, needless to say unnecessary, stress 

at her job. The husband on the other hand, being 

subjected to the disgrace of having being fed by 

his wife, feels unduly intimidated by her insults, so 

he becomes a paragon of rage, vulgarity and vio-

lence. The husband suspects his wife of having 

affairs, accuses her, swears at her; and list goes on 

and on. The funny side to this entire scenario 

when the husband accuses his wife of flirting with 

other men is exactly like the example of a man 

granting his wife consent to have a swim in the 

pool and then whilst she is swimming swears at 

her for getting wet!  

The wife, knowing that she is the ‘boss’ in the 

home, retaliates. If the husband does not heel to 

her expectations, she wants out of the marriage. 

She knows, that without this husband, she can 

manage comfortably on her own. If the marriage 

breaks down, the husband will have to manage 

and cope on his own. But who are the losers? The 

children! 

 

NATURAL CONSEQUENCES 

The above scenario is the natural consequence of 

disobeying the instruction and advice offered by 

Allah Rabbul Izzat. Allah Ta`ala’s System dictates 

that the man be the breadwinner in the home. 

The man is the head of the home. He has to pro-

vide for his family. His wife is his prized asset that 

will look after his children and property whilst he 

is out earning a living. She is not his slave who 

brings in the booty. If he loses his job, he will 

make a concerted effort at seeking out employ-

ment. If he follows the prescription devised by his 

Creator, there is sure to be barkat and success in 

his efforts. In fact, Islam encourages women to 

get married for this reason that she has a male to 

support her, not the other way around. This is 

also the wisdom behind the shares in inheritance. 

 

ISLAMIC  SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

Now, when the family follows the System pre-

scribed by Allah Azza Wa Jal, they will find peace 

and contentment in their lives. Better still, they 

will find their path to Jannat easy. When the hus-

band, whom Allah Ta`ala had blessed with intelli-

gence and foresight, is derided or insulted by his 

wife, he will handle her with wisdom. He knows 

that she is under his care, that she came from her 

parent’s home to his, that she gave up her entire 

life for him, that she practically lives to serve him 

in this world, that  she will be the ultimate loser if 

the marriage breaks down, that she has been cre-

ated from a crooked rib and also that besides the 

one flaw he now sees in her, she has many other 

virtues. With this perception, the husband will 

tolerate his wife, and not retaliate like a wounded 

lion. The wife, if, Allah Ta`ala forbid, experiences 

some discomfort at the hands of her husband, she 

will bear it with patience, knowing that the world 

out there is worse than what she may be experi-

encing. She will quietly soothe and pacify her hus-

band. Allah Ta`ala will most surely come to her aid 

if she is being oppressed. Such women rarely want 

out of a marriage. Yes, there may be the rare se-

vere cases where the husband becomes intoler-

able, but these are the exceptions. 

Obedience to Allah Ta`ala’s Commands and fol-

lowing the Path He has chalked out for us, only 

brings success. Treading any other path leads not 

only to misery, but ultimate destruction—

destruction of one’s own peace, destruction to 

the entire family, destruction to the society as a 

whole, and finally destruction in the Aakhirah.  

May Allah Ta`ala save us all from the evils of our 

naffs and shaitaan, and may He guide us all to rec-

ognise His Will and follow it diligently. Aameen. 

 

Some other myths of the Some other myths of the Some other myths of the Some other myths of the 
MMBMMBMMBMMB    

 

1. There are thousands of Muslim marriage 

cases pending in the courts. 

Reality: There are more than two million 

Muslims in South Africa. There are less than 

twenty cases (re: Muslim marriages) pend-

ing in the courts. 

2. The Government wants the MMB. 

Reality:  UUCSA approached the Govern-

ment on behalf of the Muslims. They did so 

without studying the Constitution in depth 

and without engaging with the Muslim Com-

munity. 

3. Muslim women are forced to live in mar-

riages wherein their rights are not observed. 

Reality: Muslim women have all the rights 

to apply to an Islamic Body to annul their 

marriages when their Shari rights are vio-

lated. 

4. The Ulama are not in a position to assist 

them. 

Reality: The Ulama are in the best position 

to assist women. We suggest that every ma-

jor city should have competent trained 

Ulama who should man permanent offices in 

order to assist women in obtaining a faskh if 

such a situation warrants it. No woman 

should be left for years in a limbo. At most 

within a period of six months, issues should 

be resolved. 

5. It is stated that judges are already issuing 

judgements in accordance to Islamic law and 

the MMB will merely formalise this. 

Reality:  This is like assuming that a non– 

Muslim judge who knows how to perform 

Salaat is eligible to be Imam since he al-

ready knows how to perform Salaat. Anyone 

will understand that for the Salaat to be 

valid, Islam is a condition. Similarly, for a 

non-Muslim judge to issue Islamic rulings, 

he has to be a Muslim 
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